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The light of Chanukah habituates us to serve Hashem all the time, including

when eating or working.
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Chanukah is the rectification of
chaos (mn).
created there was a state of chaos,

Before this world was

referred to as yn. This occurred during
the stage of "shvirat hakeilim" in
which Hashem's light filled primordial
existence and caused the "vessels" of this
primordial existence to shatter. Elements
of that previous world are still extant in
this world, thus being the source for the
lure of materialism. The rectification of
the cosmic crisis of the shevirat hakeilim

takes place on Chanukah.

YINGY (-2 K MWNI2) 2N MRN
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This is as the pasuk (Bereishit
1:2) states "The earth was yn..."
The Torah states that at the beginning
of Creation the world was still in a
state of yn.
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The Torah records at the beginning
of the creation story "And Hashem
said 'Let there be light." (Bereishit
1:3) This alludes to the light of the
Chanukah candles, which rectify the
1, as it states (Mishlei 6:23) "A
mitzvah is a candle and Torah is the
light."
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The gradual process of rectification
of the world
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Although the world was created
on Rosh Hashanah, many generations
before the miracles of Chanukah took
place, the world was perfected
gradually with time, as is known,
and the rectification of N was

completed on Chanukah.

Avraham started the process of
rectifying n.

D23 TP 037 NoNnm

The miracle of Chanukah and the
first stages of the rectification of yn
began with Avraham.
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As the Maggid of Mezeritch (Meor
Einayim, Miketz, 0>7172 1”7) taught,
that Avraham said (Bereishit 22:5),
7 7Y 1993 ("we will walk until here").
This (the word ",n>" whose gematriya
is 25) refers to 7", the 25th of Kislev
- the first day of Chanukah. This
indicates that Avraham's service of
Hashem paved the way for the miracles
that would take place on the 25th of
Kislewv.

Avraham is accredited for sustaining
the world.

D272 ™IPR 9K (0,27 772) 97T 1KY N
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Chazal (Bereishit Rabba 12:9)
teach "Don’t read it oX11n3, read it
onnaNa, 'with Avraham.'
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The explanation is:

The Torah (Bereishit 2:4) says 19X
OX1202 PIRM ©nwi MTon - "This is the
story of the creation of heaven and earth
when it was created (ox12n2)." The first
letters of yixm mnwn mi»nn spell yn.
The world was 1 and couldn’t exist
under those circumstances. The 1N
was amended oOX1171, which spells
017aR1, because Avraham rectified the
17N and brought stability to the world.
on1ar1 is the gematriya of 71 (lamp)
because his service reached its climax
on Chanukah when 71 was completely
rectified.
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This alludes to that which we said
that 70 was rectified by Avraham
through the Chanukah candles.
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Avraham brought stability to the

world because he kept the mitzvah

of brit milah, which sustains the

world. As the pasuk (Yirmiyahu

33:25) states

If not for My covenant with the

day and the night, the statutes of
heaven and earth I did not place."

"So said Hashem:
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This is indicated by that which

the pasuk states (Bereishit 18:1)

"Hashem appeared to him in the

plains of Mamre and he was sitting

in the doorway of the tent in the
heat of the day."
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129317 1) NPR2Y 1R YR nng YT Yy
20 1N Sy nnixny

This means that after the milah,
the rectification of /77 commenced
by way of YnXn nno ("the entrance to
the tent"), alluding to the Chanukah
candles, which are placed in front
of the doorway to the home.

Avraham's  hospitality and the
converts he attracted were all part of

his avodah to fix the ynn.
JDPITYIR 71207 177 MND i3 v on
AMNE PPR NI NRT 92 70,073 70 1

Avraham's home was wide open
to welcome guests and he also
influenced people to convert. All of

this was a rectification of the n.

N1 N YW ppna Rty o iy oy
niZp Nrman oUwIn nima nivyay
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TTWITRY
For the correction of n is
accomplished through elevating
the middot (spiritual emotions and
character traits) from the kelipot, to
raise them to their holy source.

NnYYT *9Ma DX YW rRbwy S50 i
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This means that all of a person's
physical actions that are necessary
for worldly matters should be
performed I'shem shamayim (for
Hashem's sake). Fear of Heaven
should constantly be "across from
his face" (on his consciousness) and
he should always intend that all
he does should be for Hashem's
service.

DRI PRI PRPWY YD A7Y A
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In this manner, he elevates all his
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actions and character traits from
175 to their holy source.
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This is alluded to in the mitzvah of
hachnasat orchim (taking in guests)
because the essence of rectifying yn
is to take in all matters that were
in 70 and bring them to their
perfected state of holiness (as is
found in the holy books).
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This is also literally the same

concept of converting someone,

to bring them into holiness, and is
also called hachnasat orchim.

ANIN A%Y0 WX ATNA PP ARYYa
SWTRY

These matters rectify 11n, as they
raise the mundane to holiness.
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Avraham Avinu engaged in all

of the above. His house was wide

open to illuminate and to elevate
wherever there was 1.

The ultimate level of avodat Hashem
is to do everything solely for Hashem,
even in the marketplace. At the very
least, one should be cautious to serve
Hashem with the way he eats.

71910 7Y MXN (XD Naw) Y7 1mK 19N
73907 NYWM ,yanan ina nnp Sy anm
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Therefore, Chazal (Shabbat 21b)
say, "The mitzvah of lighting the
Chanukah candles is to place it (the
chanukiyah) outside the doorpost
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of one's home. During a time that
is dangerous to light the candles
outside, he can place it on his table
and that is sufficient."
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This means that the primary

mitzvah is to place it (the chanukiyah)

outside the entrance in order to
illuminate the outside.
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The intention is that if one is

able to involve himself in physical

matters in the marketplace with

good intentions in order to elevate

the mundane to holiness, as we

mentioned, it is definitely very
good and well.
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This is the primary reason why the
mitzvah of the Chanukah candles
should be performed outside,

which represents the importance of
illuminating the outside and bringing
holiness to it, as we explained.
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However, "when it is a time that
is dangerous," meaning he is
afraid to be engaged in external,
physical matters in order to elevate
them because perhaps he will not
have the strength to completely
overcome the yetzer hara, then he
should "place it on the table and
that is sufficient.”

MW Py Bm Y2 9y TXn A iy iy
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This means that, at the very least,
one should be very careful with
the "matters of his table,"” that
his eating and drinking should
be "enough," which means with
restraint (mponon).
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This means that one should only

eat the amount he needs to serve

Hashem and his intention shouldn’t
be to satisfy his passion for food.

IR 922 Xy Nx Y1

This is how one should accustom
himself to be with all of his
character traits.
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When beginning to apply the

intentions of engaging in physical

activities purely for Hashem rather

than personal pleasure, one should

first cool the natural heat that he

has for corporeal pleasures, honor,
and egotism.
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Perhaps afterwards Hashem will
have compassion and he will merit
humility and, subsequently, he can
light the Chanukah candles outside
so that Hashem's light will shine
upon it (his Chanukah candles). This
represents how Hashem's light will
illuminate his physical actions when
they are done for the sake of heaven.

The Gemara says, "One should light
[Chanukah candles] from when the
sun sets until there aren’t any feet in
the marketplace" (when people are no
longer found in the marketplace). The
Gemara explains that the expression
"feet" refers to the nation of the
Tarmodeans (NXTmnn). These
allude to our discussion.

laws
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Chazal hint to these ideas when
they said, "the mitzvah [of lighting
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the Chanukah candles] begins when
the sun sets."
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This means that the first step is

for the sun to set, which means that

Hashem's light should shine and

be embedded in his heart. The word

Ypw can mean "sunset" and it can also

refer to something that is embedded or
entrenched.
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"Until there aren't any feet in
the marketplace" means until one
merits to "obliterate" the notion
of the foot, which represents the
quest for materialism, "from the
marketplace." This means that even
during the time when he "walks
through the marketplace,” (he is
involved in physical activities) he
should not have foreign desires that
are not for Hashem and are, rather,
for his own physical gratification.

Such physical indulgence, which is
for personal gratification and not for
the sake of heaven, is called 'feet'
and is in contrast to the service of
Hashem, which is called "the head."

TN NPT RTININT 937 O N
T2 M2 72 AWYRT D, I TI APY WY
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What is the definition of feet?
Chazal explain that "feet" refers to %
'RTNINT (Tarmodean feet). This hints
to sleep (from the word nm7n), for
when one does an action without
intention to be for the sake of heaven
it is called x7nIn and 7N, which
represent sleeping. Therefore, the
Gemara's words allude to the message
that lighting the Chanukah candles will
bring Hashem'’s light into one's heart.
Afterward, even when he goes to work
"in the marketplace," where there are
great temptations, his interest and
focus will only be to further his service
of Hashem.

One must achieve genuine humility
in order to receive the full influence of
the Chanukah candles.

" MYy AT 9V A APNaT Y DpaK
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However, the primary means
through which one accomplishes
the "mitzvah of lighting the
Chanukah candles outside" in which
he is enabled to maintain great sanctity
even as he is involved in "mundane
activities," is specifically through
genuine humility.
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As Avraham Avinu said (Bereishit
18:27) "I am earth and ashes," and
he, therefore, merited this level.
Avraham was able to accomplish the
same goal that is achieved by "lighting
the Chanukah candles outside," which
was to rectify the yon through imbuing
the physical world with holiness.

1INY (1,20 @9N) 10X 7Y YR TIToN

JWIN K91 NYin

Furthermore, David HaMelech

said (Tehillim 22:7) "I am a worm

and not a man..." This represented

his genuine humility and ability to
rectify the chaos.

The deeper meaning of the

declaration 1950 MmN
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We can suggest a slight hint to
this from the following: The Ge'onim
(Masechet Sofrim 20:6) instituted
that we should recite the paragraph
of wpnwny mwi ny PR oo wiip %90 nivm
0731, "These candles are holy and we have
no permission to use them..."
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This means as follows: There is

certainly a great holiness in the

candles and a person who reaches

the rank of "I am a worm and not

a man," which refers to the level of

genuine humility, is able to acquire

a wonderful understanding and

rectification of n through the
Chanukah candles.

nyPna MYHw nrma Y PRY NmN Yax
VYN KMo 'mwn 17 PRY AT NYYin
Y NPT TRIY
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who have not
achieved the humility represented
are

However, we,

by a worm, indicated by
the expression "we do not have
permission (Mmwi)" to benefit from
the Chanukah candles since the word
mw is the gematriya of nyon (worm),
which refers to humility.
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The next words are ona wnnwnb, "to

use them," because if we would have

mvi, humility, we could use the

candles' light to perceive through

them wonderful spiritual insights

and holiness. However, we don't have

that level of humility and, therefore,

don’t receive this perception when we
gaze at the candles.

/1272 DNIRTY KoK’

The next phrase in the declaration
is 7191 omx1» NON, “it is rather only
permissible to look at them."

DNIXTY 17 X1 Myn 09D YD Yy wirp
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DR oM by Ty wR Ty o2
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This means that, nevertheless,
it is a mitzvah for us to gaze only
at the lights even though we are
unable to use them in any way, to
perceive the lessons that the candles
convey, until Hashem will inspire us
with a spirit from above to merit a
wholesome service with humility,
which will enable us to perceive great
insights from the lights.

RN TN D

May this be His will, amen.
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Summary: The world was created in an imperfect state of
n because people do not use the elements of this world for
Hashem's service. Avraham began the process of rectifying this
imperfect state with brit milah, hachnasat orchim, and teaching
converts. This process of rectification culminated generations later
with the miracles of Chanukah.

There are allusions to Chanukah in Avraham's life. For example, the
Torah states that after the brit milah Avraham sat "at the doorway
of his tent." This phrase hints to the Chanukah candles, which are
ideally placed at the doorway to one's home. His name, omax is
the gematriya of 75, which refers to the Chanukah candles. Lastly,
Avraham said n> 7v n25n ("we will walk until here"). This alludes to
1905 773, the first day of Chanukah. The reason for the correlation
between Avraham and Chanukah is because Avraham began the
rectification of 1n, which was completed with the story and holiday
of Chanukah.

Chazal say that we should light Chanukah candles "from when the
sun sets until there are no more feet in the marketplace." The
"sun setting” indicates that the Chanukah candles should infuse
spirituality into our hearts so that we should desire G-dliness. The
result will be "until there are no feet in the marketplace." This
implies that even when one goes to the marketplace, his thoughts
and desires will be solely for Hashem's service.

“In a time of danger, one should light the Chanukah candles on
his table and that is sufficient." This means that if one can't serve
Hashem fully in the marketplace, he should at least seek to eat
with the attitude of mponon (not to overeat) and he should eat for
Hashem's service.

These lessons of Chanukah are attained with genuine humility,
as we gaze at the Chanukah candles. Even those who have not
achieved true humility have a mitzvah to gaze at the Chanukah
lights with the hope that one day Hashem will assist them to
merit this humility and attain the lofty spiritual insights and light
that is represented by the Chanukah candles and rectifies in.




Y

PRISNARY DY 7YY T3 K¥IRT 7037
J933 0on TRbR NI OR 72°) DI YW
130 997 nha mATT I0R1 AT 0B )
axY 729 90 (x> naw) 79N M2

7210

Da L

noun W m Py oY oYipn peipn
X% 037 N"?i_'g ,(¥790 7D N7IR OV N°3)

RA SRR el s R
T[’j-gty' (N2 N1o72) 5"1?_‘5 IRRD DRTRT D

R0 2172 DTRT, 727 21 12 W27 MINR 727 21 12 R1PT°271Y 1127 7°Y PNANwnN 0w 'Nid av
N°21P7OR ,11°22% VYRR RTN RINT T 1NIR2N DOT°Y R2°WIY DNY MNR R0 NID122 P
RNYWI RN NIDIL P RINNTADTRT 1OV DINIRY RN NTINR,R2RIND DRI NND ,RNDM
NI21.9NP RN R2XN INKRT RYR,11271D RNDINT IPVNWRI RNYV JPVNVR,R2RIND IMNR R
ARY OR R0 00N T'NRYN 0K 1221 07TR YW 1PNIDIIN (R 1) DW

Derasha for Chanukah

In his commentary Beit Yosef, Rav Yosef Karo asks why the holiday of Chanukah is
celebrated for eight days. After all, there was enough oil to last for one day and,
therefore, the miracle of the oil lasting was that it endured for seven more days! In
the following derashsa the Bat Ayin shares three solutions to this famous question.
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There is a popular question: Why
is Chanukah celebrated for eight
days? (see Beit Yosef O.C. 670) The
miracle was only for seven days!
When the Chashmonaim inaugurated
the Beit HaMikdash, they found
sufficient oil to light the menorah for
one day. A miracle took place and the
oil burned for a total of eight days.
Yet, it was perfectly natural for the oil
lamps to burn on the first day. Why,
then, do we celebrate for eight days?

First answer:

211 MK NRTRA D YY YNy A
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1D Doon

It seems this can be answered
according to the Gemara (Berachot
38a), which states that one must
say the blessing of xxnn over
bread, with a 7’ at the beginning of
the word (X°xmn) because a person
is recognized as a talmid chacham
by the way one recites his berachot.
The beracha recited upon eating bread
has to be in the past tense since we
thanking Hashem for the bread that
Hashem has already created. All
opinions agree that one can say X’Xm
yIxn 0 onb for bread, because xX°xm is
considered to be the past tense. There
is a disagreement whether one can say
Nwinn (with the prefix n') as some are
of the opinion that Xxmn is present
tense. The halachah is that one can say
Nxmi and the Gemara adds that one



* Y

TR 137 SRPY N3 IR YHn nead
i o 222 1) AN Ry N YRy
M 7 ov3 03 %% nan 120w 97
71 PpYIR 770) Q377X T?_J‘jty' 7 27

7210

na

77 092 12 OX L0 T pI ADun Wi
XY n°2% 037,011 7 P27 nomn YU
P77 12 D3 79I noie @w) 1307
ox 12’7 7 XYY ,0iN) AvaIR 7 ol

should say X¥mpn because it is virtuous
to clarify the halachah when reciting
a beracha. In this way, the beracha
serves the dual purpose of praising/
thanking Hashem and teaching others
the halachah that this text of the
beracha is valid.

732 ™20 Y5 N T K A1 e O
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With this introduction we can
explain why Chanukah is celebrated
for eight days: Beit Hillel says that
the number of Chanukah candles
should increase each day. (Shabbat
21b) On the first day we light one
candle, on the second day two candles,
on the third three candles, and so on.
Beit Shammai teaches that the order
should be the opposite. On the first
night one should light eight candles,
on the second night seven, on the third
night six, and so on.
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If Chanukah would be celebrated
for seven days, then on the fourth
night of Chanukah one would
light four candles (according to Beit
Hillel). Likewise, according to Beit

Shammai, who say that we should
decrease the number of candles each
night, one would light four candles
on the fourth night and on this night
one wouldn’t know whether the
halachah follows Beit Hillel or
Beit Shammai. If Chanukah is seven
days, then on the fourth day both
Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai would
be lighting four candles. The virtue
of demonstrating the halachah while
performing mitzvot would be absent in
such a case. In order to demonstrate
on each night of Chanukah that the
halachah follows Beit Hillel, Chazal
established that Chanukah should be
eight days. Consequently, on the fourth
night Beit Hillel light would light four
candles, while Beit Shammai would
light five. As a result, on the fourth
night of Chanukah one would also
be able to discern that the halacha
follows the opinion of Beit Hillel
simply by looking at the Chanukah
candles. In this manner, the mitzvah
of the Chanukah candles themselves
also serve as a manner of teaching
us the halacha just as the blessing of
Nxmin teaches us the halacha that it
is permissible and, even ideal, to say
N instead of Xoxm.

O 923 X1, 71200 M N PY 1K 127
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Therefore, Chazal said that
Chanukah should be eight days
so that, even on the fourth day of
Chanukah, it will be noticeable on
each day that the halachah is like
Beit Hillel.

T NPYT TO) DITANT ™MW ann
(¥™n ") DMPT Nvya N2 L(honn
297 N0 9% NI hjipTeh nonn
MW A2PW INY 07 932 Ty

22"32 9971 "2 N270W 1M MY 19N

The Abudraham (quoted in Ateret
Zekeinim, Siman 670) says that the
word 12911 is a mnemonic (in the form
of rashei teivot) for Y50 1> ndYm M ',
"eight candles and the halachah is
like Beit Hillel." This hints to our
discussion above that the reason
Chanukah was established to be
eight days, and not seven days, is to
make it evident throughout the entire
holiday that the halachah is like
Beit Hillel.

TN DX 1217 7K X ’m'r?j MM NI AT 2T)
(MXRYNY IN NN

(The following d'var Torah is fom
my youth, but I do not remember

if it is original or if I heard it from
someone else.)

Second answer:

ST T2 970 Kwap Wk W Ty

We can also answer the above
question of why Chanukah is eight
days in the following way:

P 1RWa DY DIY N K 1w
D213 12 72 YV qX1,D)NRT D Tyaw
YW DT R 12 MW, onn7 [iwNIT o
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It is true that the miracle of the
oil was really that it lasted during
the last seven days of Chanukah.
Nevertheless, they established that
the first day should also be part of
the Chanukah celebration because
the miraculous triumph of the
Chashmonaim was primarily on
this day. On the 25th of Kislev the
war was over and the Chashmonaim
were victorious. Therefore, this date
was established to commemorate the
miracles of this war.
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If you will ask - why do we light oil
on the first night? If we're celebrating
the military victory and not the miracle
of the lights of the menorah, why do we
light a candle on this night?

m manbna pyixy i om0 iy wn
7 KMV T YK 12D
We can answer that it’s because
Yehudah HaMaccabi shouted in
the war 'n obX1 1530, “Who is like
You among the mighty, Hashem?"
These words are the gematriya
of 17, candle. Thus, there is an
association between the candles and
the war. It is, therefore, appropriate to
commemorate the miracles of the war
by lighting a candle.

92X ,7191) N213 1 2N XYW D 7Y K1)
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(Although there is no ' in the
word 151>, which seems to detract six

from the gematriya of 73, nevertheless,
since the letter »n' is pronounced
with the vowel oYn, which is often
written with a ', it can be considered
as though there is a ' in the word,
which is included in the gematriya.)

E3
Third answer:

TN "PRY T TR W97 W TV
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For this refers to the greater level
of the kohen gadol over the other
kohanim, which was demonstrated
by his eight special gaments. In
contrast to the other kohanim, who
wore four priestly garments in the
Beit Hamikdash, the kohen gadol wore
eight. This is alluded to by the letter
n', which is the gematriya of 8.

P27 T YT 1T T noniNg o)
DM N Ty wHwa
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Furthermore, the letter n'
indicates that the kohen gadol was
always connected to the thirteen
attributes of mercy.

PRI PATI (A9 NAW) "I MK
NIT NMIwN anoa'n nilﬂ , 12 DI X
N™MLA, M1, T 170 NPNIN A 1 Ay

A
As Chazal (Shabbat 133b)
say "Connect vyourself (emulate)

Hashem's middot: Just as Hashem
is merciful so shall you be merciful..."
The letter n' (as written in a Sefer
Torah) is comprised of two letters,
which are ) and 7', which form the
letter like this: . The gematriya of
the 1andis 7 and 6, which is thirteen.
Therefore, the letter n represents the
thirteen attributes of mercy, as well
as the kohen gadol, who wears eight
special garments and emulates the
thirteen attributes of Divine mercy.

7VT3 172 YW nning mnn Y 1em
LTIDT M T AV 197,979 N NN KW

The jug of oil that they found was
sealed with the stamp of the kohen

gadol, which was the letter n', as
we mentioned earlier. Therefore,
Chanukah was established for eight
days. The eight days of Chanukah
allude to the miracle of finding a pure
jug of oil that possessed the stamp of
the kohen gadol, which displayed the
letter corresponding to eight - the
letter n'.

*

The Bat Ayin’s second answer
was that the first day of Chanukah
commemorates and celebrates the
military victory. We light a candle
("), whose gematriya is 250, because
Yehudah HaMaccabi would exclaim
1 X1 > n. This declaration is
also the gematriya of 1. The Bas Ayin
elaborates on this:

AT 77 X Y

Additionally, it seems to me
that we can suggest the following
approach.

MY T T 5y M 03 Y T
WINIW LTI YYD 12100 M DA Koan
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The miracle occurred primarily
because of Yehudah, who regularly
declared 'n ox1n12m> n, "Who is like
You, among the mighty, Hashem?"
This phrase is the rashei teivot
»20n and *10n is the gematriya of 7on,
kindness. Yehudah's constant refrain
and praise to Hashem suggested Ton.
This brought down Divine kindness to
the Jewish nation and caused them to
win the war.

MPRR DMTON YOWa? 2T Aviy M an
.orTona

He would say these words to
bestow kindness on the Jewish nation
from the source of kindness.
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Now we can say that when we

recite the berachah >0 7 777 on
the first night of Chanukabh, it isn't
for the miracle of the oil because
(as we explained in the beginning),
in truth, there was no miraculous
event regarding the oil on the first
night since there was enough oil to
burn naturally for the first night.
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Rather, we light a candle on the
first night because of the miracle
of the military victory, that Hashem
delivered the mighty into the hands
of the weak, many into the hands of
few, and the impure into the hands
of the pure ones.

DT NmnR L aINT WX 0 Wwap a1
TR 1INy TN i3 Ny

It is for this reason that they
established the first day of
Chanukah to be part of the holiday
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because of the miracle that
happened regarding the military
victory.

M YT WK 223 D3 PIMRY
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The reason we recite the berachah
191N 7 79777 also on the first night is
to indicate that the salvation came
through the aspect of 73, which is
the gematriya of n"v DYNX1 Jmd n.
As a result of Yehudah HaMaccabi's
declaration, the Jewish people merited
to defeat the Greeks.

W onrma PRy My pYTaY wrem
,TOI X003 ,7"100 K1on,)

The word 71> can be translated
as "to draw down." Therefore, the
explanation of the expression "p>711>

n" is "to draw down 7," which is the
gematriya of 'n ©9X1 > 'n. That which
is drawn down (1), represents the
declaration 'n ©oX19m>>n, whose rashei
teivot is >"1on, which is the gematriya
of ton. Therefore, on the first night
we commemorate how the miracle of
the military victory came in the merit
of the Divine kindness that resulted
from the declaration and prayer call of
'n @981 01 0 through which Yehudah
HaMaccabi called upon his brethren
to join him in defending the honor of
Hashem and the Jewish religion.

12 10X ,071V7 TOn Nrn2a Pwnay miv
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The berachah is implying that

through this mitzvah of commemorating

the call of 'n o981 Pnd n, we draw

kindness to the world. Amen, so
may it be His will.
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Summary: The Bat Ayin begins with the classic question seeking
to understand why Chanukah is eight days if the miracle of the oil
lasting was only for seven days.

The Bat Ayin's first response is based on the principle that it is
ideal to demonstrate the halachah when performing mitzvot.
Therefore, Chazal established Chanukah for eight days, which would
enable one to perceive that the halachah follows the opinion of
Beit Hillel. If Chanukah would only be celebrated for four days,
one would not be able to discern whose opinion the halacha
follows since both Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel would require the
same number of candles to be lit. Therefore, through celebrating
Chanukah for eight days we are able to demonstrate that the
halacha follows the opinion of Beit Hillel even on the fourth night
of Chanukah.

The second answer is that on the first night we celebrate the
miraculous military victory of the Jewish people over the mighty
Greek army. The motto and declaration of Yehuda HaMaccabi
throughout the war was 7 oox1 mom> n, "who is like You, among
the mighty, Hashem." (He was constantly remembering that Hashem
was the cause of their victories and their successes were not due
to their own might.) These words are the gematriya  of 11 and,
therefore, we light a candle on the first night as well.

The third answer was that the jug of oil was sealed with the stamo
of the kohen gadol's seal, which was probably the letter n' This was
to represent the eight special garments of the kohen gadol and
that he was always connected to the thirteen attributes of mercy,
symmbolized by the letter n'. Since the seal on the oil was a n', they
established Chanukah for eight days.

The Bat Ayin's fourth approach is similar to the second. On the
first night of Chanukah we celebrate the military victory. We light
a candle because Yehudah's refrain 'n ooxa n> o is the gematriya
of 7. The Bat Ayin adds in this fourth approach the significance of
Yehudah's refrain. These words are the rashei teivot >1>n, which is
the same gematriya as 7on. By saying these words, Yehudah brought
influences of chessed upon the Jewish nation. Similarly, the berachah
u 97172 means that with the mitzvah of lighting the Chanukah
candles we draw down chessed, symbolized by 7, as explained.
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Chanukah one should have humility. This draws mercy and blessings to the

Jewish nation.
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Some mitzvot are performed only

by day, such as tzitzit, tefillin and
the like.

nYIX 1129 ,17%2 P71 niagh nivn
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In contrast, there are some mitzvot

which are performed only at night,

such as eating matzah on the first
two nights of Pesach.

ANIXAY 12721 O 1300 1910 1) mym
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The mitzvah of Chanukah candles
isunique, however, becauseit connects
day and night. The mitzvah begins
at sunset and is completed at night,
when there aren’t any more people
found in the market (Shabbat 21b).

112 DYV Mm% HoM
We can suggest a reason for this:

Chanukah is associated with bowing,
and bowing brings blessings.

TMORWTT X1 (OP 1PN ") RIK 1307
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Chazal (see Tikunei Zohar 120b)

state, "The secret of prostration is

the secret of blessings." This means

that by bowing to Hashem we draw
down blessings.

PAMAWITT NI NI 1910 NP

Chanukah represents the secret
of prostration.
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This is like the Maggid (Meor
Einayim, Mikeitz) taught on the
pasuk (Bereishit 22:5) stated by
Avraham as he and Yitzchak walked to
the akedah [mnnwa 15 Ty 1393 W3IM I,
"and I and the lad will travel a distance
(M) and we will bow down." He
explained that the word 1> represents
“oy 1”5, the 25th day of Kislev
(Chanukah). Afterwards, the next
word is mnnwn, "we will bow down,"
indicating that Chanukah and the idea
of prostration are related.

NPNMIW (3”1 2”5 MTN) MWN2 1IN2W N
nvYn awyy nivap xR ninnnwn
molah

This is similar to the idea found
in the Mishna (Middot 2:3) that
Chazal established that one should
bow down thirteen times in the Beit
HaMikdash corresponding to the
thirteen breaches in the walls of the
Beit HaMikdash made by the Greeks.
In the era of the Greek conquest,
they broke the wall called the xmo
that surrounded the Beit HaMikdash
in thirteen places. With the miracle

of Chanukah, the Jewish people fixed
those breaches. The Chachamim said
that when one passes one of those
thirteen locations, he should bow
down in gratitude to Hashem for the
termination of the Greek rule. This is
another correlation between Chanukah
and bowing down.

L(:XD Naw) 77wy N2 Ay myn 9%
AMORWTT X NAY Y07 072
Therefore, Chazal teach that it is
a mitzvah to place the Chanukah
candles lower than ten tefachim
from the ground (Shabbat 21b). This
is in order to allude to the concept
of prostration since one must bow
down as he lights the candles when they
are placed so low to the ground. This
emphasizes the idea that Chanukah is
related to the secret of bowing.

Bowing is humility, and humility
draws down blessings upon the Jewish
people.
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The the secret of prostration is to
lower oneself, which is the state of
humility and submission.
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As a result, one draws down the
resting of the Shechinah, bounty,
blessings, and life to this world.
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my is the gematriya of 15 ov,
day and night, implying that with
humility one connects day with
night. This means that through
genuine humility we bring Hashem's
bright blessings to this dark world.
"Day" represents light, the thirteen
attributes of mercy, the source of
all blessings and bounty. These
are brought to "night," to this dark

world, when one has humility.

On Chanukah we draw down the
thirteen attributes of mercy.

N[ DY Nrma Nayo aoun T ov
P20 X NidNA YOU Twnn annnwiaT
X NDID 7Y T
Therefore, through Chanukah,
which represents humility and the
secret of prostration, one draws
down a bounty of blessings, the
thirteen attributes of mercy, upon
the Jewish nation.
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Each attribute of the thirteen

attributes of mercy is referred to

by Hashem's name n""1. Thirteen

times 7", including a value for the

word itself (the kollel value), is the

gematriyah of 1o1in 73, the Chanukah
candles.
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This hints to us that with noun

one must draw down the thirteen

attributes of mercy upon the Jewish
nation.
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This is the meaning of the

expression found in the beracha

recited before the Chanukah candles

are lit - nown 7 p»7117 (Shabbat 23a),

which has the connotation of

drawing down. The berachah Y715

no1un 7 implies that we should draw

down noun 73, the thirteen attributes
of compassion.

O I YN T TRR RN DN
(V2,1 DYan)

This is the explanation of the
pasuk (Tehillim 18:29) 7Ry nOX

un R mvR 0o, "for You illuminate
my lamp, Hashem, my G-d, you lift my
darkness."

This can mean that Hashem says to
the Jewish nation, 3 Px» "X 2 "when
you light my Chanukah candle, 7»
»swn, illuminate the darkness.

NP3 XY " NP3 PYRA AIRY 17T
Tiwyn NIND TWITRRW N2T XY W)
AWIN P27 7N NP2 XY ,(:XD M>12)

e

For through lighting the candles
we bring ' (holiness and light) to this
dark world. This is the implication
of >-qwn ,own', representing bringing
' to > qun' represents holiness, as
Chazal say [Berachot 21:] words of
exceeding holiness, such as barchu,
kaddish, and kedusha may not be
recited without a minyan of ten men.
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Furthermore, the word >>wn is the
gematriya of thirteen times 1",
implying that due to this (lighting
Chanukah candles), one draws down
the thirteen attributes of mercy.
Therefore, the pasuk is indicating
that when one lights the Chanukah
candles, he brings light, holiness, and
the thirteen attributes of mercy to
illuminate this dark world.

TIEY ™7 17721 0P 100 1900 1) 9N
NITW 1IN NPma XITw 08 nema pwnn?
Nyna XY 027 nenas mT peon

170 0%y
Due to this, the Chanukah
candles unite day and night,

(unlike other mitzvot that are either
performed during the day or night).
This indicates that one must extend
day, which represents light and the
thirteen attributes of mercy, to
night, which represents this world.

nPn KINY AMARYTT KT Y A1 92
My

All of this happens due to the
secret of prostration, which is the
element of humility.

nrma NIy iend Ypwnwn' o
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Therefore, Chazal say that we
light the candles "from when the
sun sets," which also represents
bowing down, since the setting sun
appears to be bowing down to Hashem.
This is as it states (Nechemia 9:6)
oDnnwn 2 nwi R1w), "the hosts of
heaven bow down to You."

12 TR APMR APKY A2RY KW NI
RN TINT

May it be His will that we merit
even some of this aspect of humility
and its ability to help draw down
Hashem's blessings, Amen. So may
it be His will.
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Summary: Chanukah represents prostration before Hashem. The Bat
Ayin proves this from the following sources: (1) Avraham Avinu
declared  mnnwn 75, which can be understood as teaching us
about the link between Chanukah and the notion of prostration.
(2) People bowed thirteen times in the Beit HaMikdash to thank
Hashem for the Chanukah miracle. (3) One lights the chanukiyah
lower than ten tefachim, which causes one to bow down. (4) One
lights the menorah from sunset, which is when the sun "bows down
to Hashem."

Bowing represents humility, and humility draws down the thirteen
attributes of mercy. Therefore, with the humility of Chanukah, we
draw down the thirteen attributes of mercy to this world. This is
alluded to in the berachah n>un 73 29775, which means to draw down
the thirteen attributes of mercy onto the Jewish nation.

The mitzvah to light Chanukah candles begins at the end of the day
and concludes at night (unlike other mitzvot, which are performed
either during the day or at night). This is because during Chanukah
we connect day to night, which is to connect the light of the
thirteen attributes of mercy with this dark world. This all occurs
because of humility. Therefore v is the gematriya of n%5 or.
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